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called latey. This word, together with the word bohio,
for house or hut, seemed to be common to the Bahama
Islands, the Greater Antilles, and Guadalupe, and no doubt
was of Arawak origin. In one house, which apparently
was a kind of temple, they found images of serpents toler-
ably well carved in wood. The framework of the houses
was built of trunks of trees, usually the stem of the Royal
palm. The interstices between these palm trunks were
filled in with thin pliable boards, which were segments of
the mid-rib of the palm fronds, or the spathes which cover
the fruit of this palm. The roofs were thatched with palm
fronds, and were built out in front to a sort of portico,
which served as a shelter from the hot sun and the rain.
Much of the material employed in building these huts,
though derived from the sources mentioned, appeared to
Dr. Chanca to be merely straw. A remarkable episode
was their finding, in these Carib villages of Guadalupe,
tame ducks, obviously the Musk Duck (Cairina), which
could only have been brought originally by the Caribs
from the basin of the Orinoko River, for the bird is not
found wild away from the mainland of South America.
This Musk Duck was afterwards brought to Europe by the
Spaniards and Portuguese, and is now spread all over the
world. The birds seen by Dr. Chanca must have been
long domesticated, because some of them were snow white
and others black.

The Spaniards were able to tell the difference between
the Arawak prisoners and the Carib natives of Guadalupe
by the custom of every Carib woman wearing two bands
of wpven cotton on each leg, one fastened round the knee
and the other round the ankle. The captive Arawaks ex-
plained to the Spaniards that they were used with the
utmost cruelty by the Carib men, and that any children